The mental capacity act and dementia research.
For research to have an impact on people with dementia, they need to be involved in studies. However, undertaking research with participants who may lack capacity to consent poses many challenges for researchers. This article explores the practical application of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 in the process and provides realistic advice on implementing its principles in research. The Integrated Research Application System, NHS research ethics committees and NHS research and development departments can provide additional guidance. Knowledge of the practicalities of implementing aspects of the act that relate to research will ensure that researchers who wish to involve people with dementia can do so with ethical expertise.